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CAMERATA VOCALE -  CHRISTMAS 

CONCERT 19h.THURSDAY 6 

DECEMBER -  DOMAINE DU 

DRAGON – DRAGUIGNAN 
Aperitif & Vin Chaud = free come one , come all.  
 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS  
Loads of magical Christmas Lights, Illuminations, skating rinks, 
and Father Christmas, all over the Var. 
The illuminations start 8 December in St. Tropez, with the lovely 
skating rink in Place des Lices, lots of entertainment down there, 
and Father Christmas arrives by boat on the 24 December, I 
mean, how else.   Toulon also will be celebrating, just look up 
events in their Tourist Office.  
 

 
Fête des Lumières 2018 — Lyon    
Thursay 6 - Sunday 9 December    
Thursday & Sunday: 19h à 23h 
Friday & Saturday: 20h Midnight 
http://www.fetedeslumieres.lyon.fr/ 

 

ST. RAPHAEL – FETES DE LA 
LUMIERE  
All sorts of wonderful entertainments all around the St. Raphael 
area, lights, entertainments for children, a train ride, you name it.  
There are Christmas Fairs all over, Santons, all the works of the 
traditional Provencal Christmas, just enjoy, and look around.  
In Saint-Raphaël, December is full of colour: light parades, 
magical moments, light displays and other colourful shows, ice-
skating, a Christmas village, and more. Every year, the Festival 
begins with a opening sequence, over the course of which, the 
lights are switched on in a theatrical, musical way. 
http://www.visitvar.fr/noel-en-provence 
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FESTIVAL DE MUSIQUE – TOULON – 
CONCERT - 10 December – Eglise St. 
Paul -  Toulon – 20h30  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
CAD VOCALE CHRISTMAS 
CONCERTS  
ENSEMBLE CHORAL DE LORGUES, 
WITH L’HARMONIE LORGUAISE  
Sunday 15 December, Salle Francois Mitterand, Lorgues. 20h45 
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Friday 21 December, Eglise St. Laurent, Regusse.  20h  
Sunday 6 January, Eglise St. Jean Baptiste, les Arcs, 20h.  
 

 
Skating rinks all over, Toulon, St. Tropez, Draguignan, and 
skates very cheap to rent. 
 

 
TOULON OPERA – ROSSINI’S 
«BARBER OF SEVILLE” 
DECEMBER 28, 30 & 31 December  
A romping, fabulous, music filled opera to please all.  
Friday 28 December 20h, Sunday 30 December, 14h30 Tuesday 31 
20h.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

VO FILMS IN LORGUES  
 

Sunday 02 December: 18h 00 The Book 
Shop (in English) Movie in preview  
Stars Emily Mortimer, Bill Nighy !! 

Sunday 09 December: 18h 00 Fantastic 
Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald (in 
English)  
Second part of the Rowling tale, stars Eddie Redmayne 

Sunday 16 December : 19 h 00 Celebration 
(Sub titled in English)  
Story of Yves St. Laurent, a must for fashion mavens! 

Sunday 23 December: 18h 00 Christopher 
Robin(in English)  
Thursday 27 December: 19h 00 Royal 
Opéra– Casse Noisette  
Sunday 30 December: 18h 00 Bad Times at 
the El Royale (in English)  
Bad guys gather at lake Tahoe, starring Jeff Bridges 

Sunday 6 January : 18h 00 The Prince 
Happy (Sub titled English) 
Story of Oscar Wilde, starring Rupert Everett.  
 
 
 

CHATEAU DE BERNE – LORGUES  
NEW YEAR’S EVER 31 December.  New Year's 
Eve with live music 85€  excluding drinks  
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THE SAME AGAIN PLEASE  
By TRENCHERMAN 
In 1956 I was lucky enough to visit Venice for the first time.   I 
was on a cruise holiday with a generous aunt and uncle.   Three 
weeks of visiting places that I had never heard of let alone seen.   
As you might imagine, it was an amazing experience.   And of all 
the places we visited, Venice was the one I most remember and 
was truly different to anywhere, make that everwhere, else.  Of 
course it stillis and over the years we have returned time and 
time again to this walkin history book which still retains the 
magic I first felt. 
In fact every year we eat in a restaurant which had just opened 
when I was there 62 years ago.   It is called Alla Madonna and 
each time I order the same meal, Soft shel crabs, followed by 
grilled eel from the lagoon, and washed down with a decently 
priced Amarone, not the perfect choice for fish but perfect for 
me.    
  Alla Madonna is not the best food in Venice but it has an 
atmosphere of buzz and busyness which brings back memories. 
  Much better soft shell crabs are to be had at Alle Testiere, up 
there with the best food in Venice and every year we visit Luca 
and his dedicated team in this very small restaurant which is 
always full. 
  This year I chose a wonderful pumpkin velouté served with 
fresh shrimps popped in to cook just as the soup was being 
served, this was followed by tagliolini with white truffles, 
indulgent but ethereal, parmesan cheese from ‘red’ cows 
followed by a perfect Tiramasu. All washed down with a superb 
Amarone of 2013. Not the perfect choice for Tiramasu but perfect 
for me. 
  Each year as we venture to Venice, it is with friends. We choose 
November because it is uncrowded, we can wander easily 
without being run down and we usually are lucky with the 
weather. This year it was perfect blue skies every day.  
  Our party of friends can vary in size but are always great 
company, this year a Rock star and an Impresario with his wife a 
talented writer with outstanding credits on TV. 
And this year we were only six, a magic number. For some years 
I have wanted to go for lunch at a restaurant called Antiche 
Carampane, an out of the way family run eatery which is loved 
by real Venetiens and others, who having seen it on a great TV 
series ‘From Venice to Istanbul’ assume, quite rightly, that it 
would be good, and how right they are. 
  The problem for us has always been that if we number more 
than six and the restaurant cannot take a booking for more, 
indeed it only has one table of six and this year, it was ours. 

  Between the six of us we tried nearly everything on the ever 
changing menu, market fresh would be the appropriate 
description. 
The oohs and ahhh that took the place of conversation was more 
eloquent than I in expressing the delight of very dish.   The 
warmth of greeting and pleasure in serving only added to the 
truth of choosing a good (in this case great) restaurant; family 
owned and run, usually out classes Étoiles. 
  I had the spider crab tagliolini and washed it down with a 
venerable Amarone, perhaps not the best choice with crab, but 
perfect for me. 
  They admitted that since the visit by Rick Stein was broadcast 
on British TV and mentioned in the excellent book which 
accompanies the series, they have been inundated with bookings 
and are considering naming a saints day after him. 
  Venice has a reputation for overcharging naive visitors, 
especially Japanese and Chinese, everywhere in the world that 
relies on tourism can probably be accused of this, but in amongst 
the dreadful pizzas and appalling pastas, there are real gems, 
and memories to be treasured possibly for 60 years or more. 
  When, God willing we return again next year I shall make sure 
that we are of a number which can be accommodated by the 
places we want to go to and that Antiche Carampane have found 
a wine to replace the one which we finished the last two bottles 
of. What I would like is the same again please. 
Pip, pip 
 

 
MACRON IN DENIAL – 2  
Before his election, Emmanuel Macron famously likened the 

role of French president to Jupiter, the lofty Roman god of 

Gods.   So much for that! 

To keep both Gallic hemispheres happy “at the same time” - his 
pet phrase - Macron embarked on participative democracy via 
door-knocking campaigns, hundreds of local associations and an 
array of political unknowns from civil society, many of whom 
became MPs. 
Eighteen months later, the grassroots side of his “democratic 
revolution” has petered out and the whiff of anarchic revolt has 
rarely been this strong. 
In the past ten days, tens - at times hundreds - of thousands of 
ordinary, mainly provincial, folk have dropped everything to 
occupy roads and roundabouts. In the past two weekends they 
tried to storm the Elysée and then the Champs-Elysées. 
The spark for their fury was the prospect of “green” fuel tax 
hikes but it has unleashed seething resentment at high taxes in 
general and low living standards. Mr Macron could scarcely be 
unaware of such simmering discontent as it was a major factor in 
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the collapse of mainstream parties that led to his election in a 
victory he himself has likened to a “break-in”. 
But he clearly hadn’t banked on such an amorphous movement -
 which has defied political or union labelling - snowballing into 
anything quite so threatening or long-lived.He seriously 
underestimated the fury of the lower middle classes of “forgotten 
France” on which the country’s bloated and debt-laden state 
depends for its survival. They have had it with paying through 
the nose in a country where half of the population pays no 
income tax at all. 
Around 40 per cent of this tranche of France voted far-Right or 
abstained in the last election.  As geographer Christophe Guilluy, 
author of Peripheral France, put it, this “sick elephant has been in 
the china shop for the past 20 years”. 
There is now a real prospect of the “yellow vests” becoming an 
ongoing guerrilla movement that could seriously hamper Mr 
Macron’s thrusting, and so far successful, reform agenda. 
His business-friendly measures have been slow in gaining 
traction while more “social” measures like abolishing housing 
tax are only kicking in now. As Le Point magazine pointed out 
this week, this is crunch time over whether he will end up 
France’s Thatcher or François Hollande, his hapless Socialist 
predecessor too unpopular to run for re-election. 
Despite concessions, there is little sign the movement is waning. 
Public support, meanwhile, is over the 70 per cent mark. 
On Tuesday, Mr Macron belat edly sought to defuse the 
situation by saying he had “seen” and “heard” their anger. He 
refused to back down on fuel tax hikes, instead proposing a 
vague mechanism to counter global rises in oil price and three 
months of “local talks”. The resounding response from protesters 
has been a Gallic two finger salute. Two yellow vest 
representatives who met the environment minister emerged last 
to call for fresh protests this Saturday. 
After shunning unions and the local politicians that are the eyes 
and ears of provincial France, Mr Macron appears to have 
reached the limits of his “vertical” approach to power.  

 
Gilets Jaune in the Var!  

Diesel, which powers 62% of French cars, has seen a price rise 

of nearly 24% in the past year, with a litre now costing an 

average of €1.48. This increase of 7.6 cents per litre brings it 

closer to the tax on petrol, which has also increased, albeit by 

3.9 cents this year. Tax on both fuels is set to align by 2022 at 78 

cents per litre which, not taking into account VAT or the 

fluctuating cost of crude oil, means difficult times ahead for 

the vast areas of France that rely on road transport. 

Eighteen months later, the grassroots side of his “democratic 
revolution” has petered out and the whiff of anarchic revolt has 
rarely been this strong. 
In the past ten days, tens - at times hundreds - of thousands of 
ordinary, mainly provincial, folk have dropped everything to 
occupy roads and roundabouts. In the past two weekends they 
tried to storm the Elysée and then the Champs-Elysées. 

 
But a leaderless, unstructured protest movement against gas 
price hikes that went viral on social media has hit the centrist 
technocrat in his blind spot, driving his approval ratings to 
record lowsand threatening his En Marche party’s prospects in 
the European election next year. 
Pictures of protesters in high-visibility yellow vests burning 
barricades and trashing café terraces on the Champs-Elysées 
have been beamed around the world, tarnishing the image 
Macron has sought to project of a dynamic new France. Across 
the country, shopping malls have been blockaded, weekend 
retail sales have slumped and truckloads of fresh produce have 
rotted. 

The old France of strikes, demonstrations and barricades is back, 
only this time there is no militant union leader or opposition 
politician with whom to strike a deal to lift the roadblocks. 
On Tuesday, the self-styled Jupiterian president ate humble pie, 
admitting he had underestimated the distress of ordinary people 
struggling to make ends meet. 
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He promised to listen more, and to involve grassroots activists in 
finding practical solutions to move to a low-carbon economy 
without ruining poorer households. And he opened an escape 
hatch from the fuel tax increases that ignited the nationwide 
protests, saying duty on gasoline could be adjusted if world oil 
prices surge, in order to cushion the blow to motorists. 
president promised a new, more inclusive style of government, 
consulting the very institutions — unions, local authorities and 
associations — that he has disdained for the past 18 months. 
Symbolically, he announced that Prime Minister Edouard 
Philippe would meet a group of “Yellow Jacket” activists. 
Whether this mixture of determination and contrition will be 
enough to end weekly protests that have mobilized up to 280,000 
people and drawn broad public support was not immediately 
clear. The first reactions were predictably negative. “” 
Possibly not helped by the knowledge that due to the violent  
disturbances on the Island of Reunion, Macron has agreed to 
suspend the taxes there! 
Protesters said Macron is still out of touch. 
He will need to do more to convince just-about-managing 
families in rural areas, small towns and peri-urban zones with 
little public transport and retirees hit by a double-whammy of 
higher heating prices and a bigger tax bite on pensions that he 
has got the message and will act on it. 

Peasants’ revolt 
“Macron has been hit by a faceless digital ‘peasants’ revolt,’” said 
Francis Brochet, author of “Smartphone Democracy: Digital 
Populism from Trump to Macron.” 
“The Yellow Jacket insurgency is a product of the same 
phenomena that brought him to power — the discredit of the 
system and people’s ability to communicate on social networks 
and organize spontaneously.” 
In Macron’s case, tax cuts for the rich and a stream of insensitive 
soundbites — about the “crazy dough” spent on social benefits 
or telling citizens to “stop whining” and “just cross the street to 
find a job” — have alienated many voters. 
There’s no one with deep political experience in his immediate 
entourage to tell him when he’s screwed up” — Veteran French 

lawmaker 

In his first budget, Macron abolished the largely symbolic wealth 
tax introduced by the Socialists in 1981, introduced a flat tax on 
investment income at a rate lower than on salaries and increased 
a broad levy to fund health care that hits low earners and 
pensioners too poor to pay income tax. 
Despite widely applauded programs to fight poverty, reform 
hospital care, shake up vocational training and improve schools, 
the label “president of the rich” has stuck, along with a 
reputation for arrogance. Unemployment remains stubbornly 
high at 9 percent, although job creation and company 
registrations are the highest for a decade. 
Macron’s policies are seen as favoring the urban, globalized 
classes at the expense of left-behind provincials. The diesel tax 
hike, imposed in the name of saving the planet, was the last 
straw. 
“It’s not that people don’t want strong presidential authority. On 
the contrary, there’s plenty of polling evidence that they yearn 
for a strong leader who delivers results. But they also want their 
voices to be heard,” Brochet said. 
Yet Macron is surrounded by young technocrats in his own 
image, few of whom have held elected office before. 

“There’s no one with deep political experience in his 

immediate entourage to tell him when he’s screwed up. No 

former mayors, regional governors or local councillors,” said a 

veteran lawmaker, who spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Ministers initially tried to discredit the Champs-Elysées rioters as 
neo-fascists, although none of those arrested have a far-right 
background or a criminal record. 
Yet opposition parties have not gained much traction from the 
protests, according to opinion polls. Marine Le Pen’s far-right 
National Rally and Jean-Luc Mélenchon’s far-left France 
Unbowed have both tried to surf on the wave of discontent but 
have been kept at arm’s length by grassroots activists keen not to 
be tarred with an extremist brush. The conservative opposition 
Les Republicains have attacked Macron as remote and arrogant 
but landed few punches. 

 
Mayor Falco – Toulon  

GUN BATTLES - TOULON 
Further to last month’s story re drug battles, if anything better 
could illustrate Macron’s total tone deaf ear to what ails the 
regions is his lack of response for example to what has been 
going on in Marseille / Toulon !! 
Yet again, just last week, a gun battle between two rival drug 
gangs, left one dead and four seriously injured.   As Doctors and 
paramedics commented, it was like the Wild West!    
It all happened in la Mousse, HLM quartier of Toulon.  The 
Prefet Mayor Falco  of Toulon  has together with his Mayor 
colleagues from La Seyne and Hyeres, called upon President 
Macron for help, asking for more police support. Jointly they 
have been asking for help from President Macron for the past 
eighteen months, with no response.   As Falco declared last week,  
“There seems to be contempt for us regional Mayors, but also for 
the nearly half a million inhabitants of this region. 
They have written a letter demanding help of the new Minister of 
the Interior, Christopher Castaner, but think it has only reached a 
“dead letter office”.   As they say they need help in dealing with, 
as they say, “”Cette Drogue, qui gangrene notre ville! Notre 
Jeunesse  !”  
They received a letter addressed to all Mayors, from Macron, 
who assured them of security publique.   But as Falco stated, this 
is just another lost Rendezvous,  
…"c’est déjà un rendez-vous manqué: on nous dit qu’il nous faut 
travailler main dans la main, mais c’est une main coupée qu’on nous 
tend!"  

"JE VAIS PEUT-ÊTRE METTRE UN 
GILET JAUNE!"  
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“”And with no proper response from from the State, perhaps we 
will be forced to close out Mairies !!”” 
And to complete the horror of that “fusillade” were that possible, 
VAR MATIN published the news that yet another Gendarme, a 
Marseille cop,  had committedsuicide, with his service revolver. 
A family man, 42 years old, father of two, aged 10 and 12, one 
cannot imagine the devastation of that family! 
Only last month a gendarme (female I believe) committed suicide 
in the gardens of Matignon, the Prime Ministers residence, where 
she was on duty.  It’s unfair to bring something up like that 
Christmas, but it surely indicates something terribly wrong with 
the forces of Law & Order, and their lack of support. 
I did not want to research how many times this had happened, 
but VAR MATIN published the information that in 2018  -
already 24 police officers had committed suicide since the 
beginning of the year.  How utterly dreadful, appalling, macabre, 
as they said.  24 too many.  It makes one weep ! 

FOOT IN MONTH BRIGADE – RIDES 
TO THE RESCUE ! 
In addition, if all the above were not enough, Macron’s Budget 
Minister managed to add fuel to the fire, by declaring his 
sympathy for the Gilets Jaunes, in forceful terms, saying, and I 
paraphrase:  “”Yes, crikey, it’s just awful.  You can’t get a meal in 
Paris, under €100, without wine.  Can you imagine, you can’t 
invite someone for lunch to discuss things, without being stuck 
with a bill for €200 for two people – without wine –good grief!!”” 
This went down like a lead balloon with the Gilets Jaunes on the 
Barricades – sorry Peages – most of whom are struggling on 
salaries of around €1000 a month, as one explained he was 
having to spend €250 a month on essence in order to work, 
another complained that he could only afford one meal a day. 
Sounds like Macron and all his En Marche colleagues are all 
totally deaf. 
They might just have peaked at their Marie Antoinette moment – 
“let them eat Cake !”” 
 

 
COACH TRIP TO SAN REMO 
Sadly, Carolyn Moulet, having put in a great deal of work and 
effort to put together the usual pre- Christmas coach trip to San 
Remo, having postponed it from the 17 December, the first day of 
the Gilet Jaune protests, to the following Saturday, finally had to 
cancel it.    And thank goodness she did.  
News is, that lots of people originally booked would still like to 
go, possibly in January, after all one can always do with some 
Italian cheer, and January is a pretty dull time.  
But thank goodness she cancelled, as she told me she found out 
from a coach party that had gone, decided to go ahead with their 
trip.   They got to San Remo with only a few delays it was 
another story on the way home which is what I feared!!  It took 
them nearly FIVE hours to get back as they were caught in an 
operation escargot from La Turbie to Nice then blockages at the 

St. Isidore, Frejus and Le Cannet peages!!  We would’ve had the 
same thing but then the added and more difficult problem of 
trying to get off the A8 at Le Muy!    as late afternoon the 
manifestation became more violent and they burnt the Vinci/Ulys 
peages office and damaged some of the toll booths resulting in 
the entrance/exit being closed ‘indefinitely’!  I can only imagine 
the chaos and what would’ve happened with those trying to get 
off loaded with their boxes and buys and trying to get to their 
cars amongst all that and a couple of hundred protesters – 
doesn’t bear thinking about!! 
If you want to sign up for a futre trip just contact Carolyn as 
below:  
CAROLYN MOULET  - RIVIERA TOURS  
Mail - riviera.tours@orange.fr  
Mobile : 06 80 08 87 47  
Quartier Le Plan -1018 Route des Arcs  
83460 TARADEAU  
 

FLOODS – RAINFALL ETC !! 
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Following the past, ghastly two months of practically unending 
rain, culminating 30 October/1 November with torrential 
downpours, I thought it might be useful to show just exactly 
what can happen, how fast water rises,  and how dangerous it 
can be.   Never underestimate the power of water. 
St. Antonin was particularly badly hit, part of the top road in the 
village was virtually washed away, half of the tarmac just 
shelved and disappeared! 

Down below, at the dividing point which marks the limit of St. 
Antonin and Lorgues, a small bridge, over the small stream of Le 
Miquelet, which runs all year, was particularly badly hit.   
Unfortunately, an elderly  couple ran foul of this flood, and he 
died, fortunately his wife was eventually rescued. 
At the point of the bridge, the Miquelet is joined by the stream 
bed from the left hand side, that normally is totally  without 
water, but in times like this fills with water that streams down 
from the mountain, and 30 October became a raging torrent as 
you can see in photo No 1, spilling out below, flooding the field 
and road. 
My friend and good neighbour Thierry (Maintenance of all sorts, 
known to many readers – 06 43 71 93 56) who took these photos, 
had been up to the village with his wife Isabelle to repair 
something for his wife’s mother, on their return, they found this 
flood, which had risen within an hour or so.  They, despite just 
being only a mile from their house, very sensibly turned round, 
and drove a long 20 or more kl back via Lorgues, to regain their 
house.  Sadly the other couple did not know enough not to 
attempt to cross this flood.  
Our region is blessed with water, and numerous streams, but one 
really needs to know their courses, and what might easily 
happen in times of excessive rain.  The Miquelet runs at the 
bottom of my drive, and empties into the Argens, as does the 
Bresque further up, the Florieyes, further down below Lorgues, 
and numerous others.  One needs to know where they flood, 
about ditches, and such, how to get round the back doubles and 
not take risks, which most times can be avoided. 
It pays to link up the Meteo news from your local Mairie.  I get 
news regularly from the St. Antonin Mairie, warning me of 
Orange alerts – Red is the worst one, Green not so bad - rain 
storms etc, and warning people not to go out, if it is not 
necessary.   Advice it is well worth taking, although admittedly 
this past month of so, one felt like Victor Meldrew,  “I don’t 
believe it!” as yet another Orange alert arrived via email. 
Stay safe.  
 

TO BREXIT – OR NOT TO BREXIT – 
THAT IS THE QUESTION ?? 
GOD HELP US !! 
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PICASSO AND THE SPANISH 
MASTERS - FLOWER POWER - POP 
CULTURE - Carrières de Lumières – 
Les Baux de Provence  
From March 2018 to 6 January 2019 
The Carrières de Lumières in Les Baux-de-Provence opened its 
new digital and immersive exhibition:   (‘Picasso and the Spanish 
masters’) March 2018 and it runs toto 6 January 2019   Digitised 
masterpieces by Picasso, Goya, and Sorolla create a dialogue to 
the sound of music on the immense limestone surfaces of the 
Carrières. A veritable invitation to go on a journey of discovery, 
this original multimedia show retraces a century of Spanish 
painting, providing visitors with an intense artistic experience.  
 The immersive exhibition, which focuses on Spain, brings 
together works by the great masters of modern Spanish painting. 
The first part of the show highlights portraits and scenes of 
daily life painted by Goya, Rusiñol, Zuloaga, and Sorolla. The 
second part focuses on Picasso, who was unquestionably one of 
the most influential great masters in twentieth-century art, and 
provides viewers with a panorama of his incredibly rich and 
creative oeuvre.From the royal court to Goya’s rustic scenes, 
Rusiñol’s enchanting gardens, Zuloaga’s portraits, and Sorolla’s 
luminous beach scenes, visitors are invited to go on a journey of 
discovery and then immerse themselves in the rich and 
captivating pictorial world of Picasso and his masterpiece. The 
distinctive forms of the Demoiselles d’Avignon (1907), the 
soothing pink and blue of The Pipes of Pan (1923), the menacing 
potency of Guernica (1937), and the Mediterranean shores of The 
Joy of Life (1946) take the viewers into the heart of the artist’s 
creative genius. 

Designed as a journey of discovery of Iberian art in the twentieth 
century, the digital and immersive exhibition ‘Picasso and the 
Spanish masters’ presents thousands of moving images of 
digitised works, which are brought to life via the cutting edge 
AMIEX® technical equipment. Hence, the white limestone walls 
are transformed into masterpieces lit up by around a hundred 
projectors. The visitors are invited to stroll around freely in the 
monumental spaces of the Carrières in order to discover in their 
own time the dynamic projections around them. A vibrant 
selection of music, ranging from Albeniz to jazz,  help enrich the 
emotional experience of the visitor. 

"FLOWER POWER - POP CULTURE"  
BETWEEN 2 PROJECTIONS OF PICASSO AND THE 
SPANISH MASTERS  
Between two projections of Picasso and the spanish masters, a 
short program is dedicated to the quintessence of the Flower 
Power movement. The Carrières de Lumières are transformed 
into an imaginary city, around which the viewers are invited to 
stroll and lose themselves as they follow in the footsteps of the 
idealistic generation at the end of the 1960s, which changed the 
world. 

 
These exhibitions are incredibly exciting, innovative, 
and as they say, utterly immersive experiences of the art 
works.   As the weather gets warmer it is a good time to 
visit les Carrieres, limestone caves, which can be 
exceedingly cool.   Take a cardigan to enjoy to the most.  
Created by Gianfranco Iannuzzi - Renato 
Gatto - Massimiliano Siccardi - with the 
musical collaboration of Luca Longobardi 
Produced by Culturespaces   
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ART EXHIBITION - HOTEL CAUMONT –  
AIX EN PROVENCE - CHAGALL  
“From Black & White to Colour” 
1 NOVEMBER -24 March 2019 
Marc Chagall was celebrated as a master of colour by the artists 
and critics of his day. This new exhibition is devoted to the last 
part of the artist’s career, highlights his change of style and 
reveals each stage in the artist’s creative process, from 1948 until 
his death in 1985. 

 
More than 100 works (paintings, sculptures, drawings, 
engravings, washes, gouaches, and collages) reflect Chagall’s 
artistic exploration of black and white and his subsequent 
mastery of particularly luminous, intense, and profound tints. 

A RENEWED AND UNIQUE APPROACH TO 
WORKING WITH COLOUR 
In Chagall’s work, the dialogue between black and white and 
colour began in the 1920s, when he discovered the techniques of 
engraving in Berlin. In the 1920s and 1930s, Ambroise Vollard 

commissioned him to illustrate Fables de La Fontaine and the 
Bible. The artist captured the range of colours in the landscapes 
of the Auvergne and Palestine, and then mastered the density 
and various shades of black. 

 
And of course one can make a visit to this Museum a complete 
day’s outing, housing as it does a very sophisticated collection of 
18th c artefacts, pictures, furniture, tapestries, everything that 
complimented life in that era, plus there is a charming courtyard, 
gardens, and café cum restaurant serving appetising snacks 
lunches an immersive experience, total culture.  
http://www.caumont-centredart.com/en 
located just a few steps from the Cours Mirabeau 

Ouvert de 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

3 rue Joseph Cabassol   13100 Aix-en-Provence 

 
Annonciade Museum – St. Tropez  
New expo Kees Van Dongen  
1 December – 31 January 2019 
The Annonciade Museum in St. Tropez is one of the treasures of 
the Riviera, housing as it does a superb collection of post 
impressionist works by the principally Fauvist (savage) artists of 
the day – below one of my favourite fauvist works, of St. Tropez 
harbour!.   It is my favouritee Museum, which I can visit with 
pleasure time and time again.   It has not staged any new 
exhibitions for a while, one suspects due to budgetary concerns, 
not only are they expensive to mount, but the insurance is 
prohibitive - but its collection is such that every visit yields more 
pleasure.    
Right now the Musee is staging a new temporary exhibition from 
1 December to 31 January 2019, devoted to works by Kees Van 
Dongen.   The Musee owns two works by Van Dongen, the one 
above, entitled the Gypsy, but no details are yet available as to 
the contents of this new show, but it should be interesting.  
Musee de lÁnnonciade, Place Grammont. St. Tropez 
Closed Mondays.   Entry 6 euros.  
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Musée Bonnard – Le Cannet 

 
Another lovely Museum to visit not too far away is the Bonnard 
Museum in Le Cannet, just up from Cannes, houseing as it does a 
fine collection of Bonnard works.  
Pierre Bonnard lived in le Cannet from 1922 to 1947, eventually 
acquiring the villa Le Bosquet, up on the heights of the town.    
He loved and painted the light of the Midi, which formed his 
inspiration, and produced over 300 paintings of the region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRANCE AND TOULON STRUGGLE TO 
STAY AMONGST THE ELITE 
By  SIMON EVELEIGH  
November is a quiet month for domestic action, but armchair 
rugby fans were spoilt for choice as the Autumn internationals 
took centre stage. 
With a year to go before the next World Cup, this year’s matches 
took on extra meaning as the northern hemisphere countries 
sought to prove that the gap between them and their southern 
counterparts is not as great as is sometimes suggested. 
It is true that the November matches come at the end of a long 
season for New Zealand, South Africa, Australia and Argentina, 
so it would be wrong to draw too many conclusions. However, 
for the first time for many years, there were reasons for much of 
the old continent to be happy. 
In all, over the course of the month, there were 13 matches 
between 6 Nations’ teams and those from The Rugby 
Championship and the final tally was 8-5 in favour of the north. 
When you consider that both Scotland and France were within a 
score of South Africa and England only lost to New Zealand by a 
point and that the remaining two northern hemisphere defeats 
were Italy’s losses to The All Blacks (for loss, read humiliation) 
and Australia, the picture really does look bright for the 
European sides, at least at first glance. 
If you prefer to take a glass half-empty view, you would say that 
Wales scraped past a poor Australian side 9-6, that England were 
lucky not to concede a penalty at the death against South Africa 
(a match they won by one point) and that they threw away a 15 
point lead against New Zealand and that the only team of note 
that either Scotland or France beat was an absolutely exhausted 
Argentina.  
As far as individual countries are concerned, Ireland proved that 
they are probably the most realistic challengers to New Zealand’s 
top ranking and in the game that everyone was most looking 
forward to, they beat The All Blacks 16-9. It wasn’t a feast of free-
flowing rugby, but it was Test rugby at its best and the rest of the 
world has a way to go to overhaul these two. 
New Zealand’s year has not been quite as impressive as usual, 
with two defeats and a couple of narrow victories against South 
Africa and England when the result could so easily have gone 
the other way. Nevertheless, they have averaged 6 tries per game 
and it will take a very good side to stop them completing a hat-
trick of World Cup wins. 
Ireland are everyone’s favourites to spoil the kiwi party and the 
fact that Joe Schmidt will step down after the Japan tournament 
will give them a little added incentive.  English and Welsh fans 
will also feel that they are in with a shout.  
This is Warren Gatland’s last year as Welsh coach and he has 
steadily built a squad which may be capable of at least emulating 
the performance of the 2011 team, who were desperately unlucky 
to lose in the semi-final. For the last few years the problem with 
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Wales was their lack of strength in depth, but that is certainly 
less of an issue now.  
Squad depth should not be a problem for England, as they have 
more players than any other country in the world, and the way 
they coped with the absence of some key individuals will have 
given them heart. It is true that a less lenient TMO would have 
penalised Owen Farrell for his high tackle in the last minute 
against South Africa and they would have then probably lost that 
match, but on another day Courtney Lawes might have got away 
with straying a few centimetres offside in the dying moments 
against New Zealand. Talent is part of top level sport, but luck 
helps too! 
Scottish supporters must feel extremely frustrated, as for the last 
two or three years every time they take a step forward they seem 
to take two back. Their Autumn internationals began with defeat 
in Cardiff and ended with a narrow victory over Argentina, with 
a three point loss to South Africa and a resounding victory over 
Fiji sandwiched in between. 
Whilst Scotland may not win the 6 Nations in 2019, with home 
fixtures against Wales and Ireland, they will surely have a say 
about who does. 
What about France? 
Well if Scotland take a step forward and two steps back, France 
have spent much of the last six or seven years edging a few 
centimetres forward and then running back 20 metres! 
This time last year Guy Novès lost his job as French coach when 
the Autumn internationals wound up with a draw against Japan. 
He was replaced by Jacques Brunel, who had two years to put 
the French ship back on an even keel. 
France once again finished in the bottom half of the 6 Nations, 
but they beat England and ran Ireland and Wales very close. Two 
thrashings and one more respectable loss followed in New 
Zealand. So at the beginning of November, Brunel’s record stood 
at 2 from 8, but there was some reason for optimism, particularly 
as they had an Autumn schedule that looked less daunting than 
it could be. 
Their opening match was a desperately poor spectacle against a 
South African side who seemed content to just keep kicking the 
ball. France were leading with only a few minutes to go and had 
the ball less than 20 metres from the South African line. You 
cannot possibly lose a match from that position! Unless, of 
course, you are not used to winning and have lost the ability to 
“close out” a match. France conceded a penalty which South 
Africa kicked to touch. However, in an effort to gain as much 
ground as possible, the kick was slightly misjudged and Teddy 
Thomas managed to catch it, but stepped on the line as he did. 
This bit is crucial because if you find touch from a penalty, you 
are allowed to take the line out, even if time is up. However, if 
the ball is taken out of play by an opponent, then it depends 
what the clock says at the point that he touches the ground 
outside the field of play. The TMO as used to check this and it 
showed that there were two or three seconds to go when 
Thomas’ foot touched the line. As I said above, fine margins 
often decide outcomes. 
South Africa duly won their line out and worked themselves into 
a position where they managed to get across the line and win the 
game. 
The following week France had no option but to win against 
Argentina and they played pretty well in doing just that. So, they 
entered their final match against Fiji in a reasonable state of mind 

and looking to end their year on a high. This, don’t forget is the 
same Fiji side that conceded 50 points at Murrayfield. 
Fiji were magnificent on the night and with a bit more luck 
and/or discipline they could have won by far more than 7 points. 
Much has been made of France naturalising South Africans and 
Fijians and the joke doing the rounds afterwards was that the 
reason they lost was because one side had too many Fijians and 
one not enough!  
If you are French but support Toulouse or Clermont, for 
example, you can at least seek solace in the performances of your 
club. What do you do if you support Toulon? 
November only saw Toulon play twice, a less than thrilling home 
win over Perpignan, who already seem doomed to relegation, 
and another away defeat at Bordeaux. 
Toulon are currently 12th in the Top 14 table with 14 points, all of 
which have been earned at home. Away from home, they are the 
only team in the league not to have picked up a single point. 
The team in sixth place already has twice as many points as 
Toulon and the best that supporters can hope for is a reaction 
that lifts them to some form of respectability, even if qualification 
for the end of season play-offs already looks beyond them. 
One team goes down automatically and if that place is already 
reserved by Perpignan, but 13th place would have to play off 
against the team that finishes second in the second division. As 
things stand, the battle for that unlucky place would seem to be 
between Agen, Toulon, Grenoble and Pau. Toulon’s first match 
in December is at home to Grenoble and a victory is vital (you 
should know the result by the time you read this). 
The rest of the month sees back to back European fixtures with 
Montpellier, a home match with Lyon the weekend before 
Christmas and the year ends with a trip to Toulouse. On the basis 
that Toulon are dreadful away from home and even Leinster, the 
best team in Europe, couldn’t win at Toulouse, if Toulon get 
anything from this match it would be a huge surprise. 
With every bad result pressure grows on Patrice Collazo, the 
Toulon head coach, but he is still there and has the backing of his 
president, but things surely need to turn around soon if he is to 
last the season. 
With best wishes to all readers for a very Merry Christmas. 
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You want a good Plumber – He has my Vote! 
 

 
 

For the best competitive rates for Gas 
heating try Distrigas Provence ! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 


